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General Timeline of Relevant Dates
1945: February 4-11-- Yalta Conference. Cold
War ‘begins’

1954: March -- KGB established

1945: August 6 -- The United States first used
the atomic bomb in war

1954 -- CIA helps overthrow unfriendly regimes
in Iran and Guatemala

1946: March -- Winston Churchill delivers "Iron
Curtain" Speech

1954: July -- Vietnam split at 17th parallel

1947: June -- Marshall Plan is announced

1955: May -- Warsaw Pact formed

1948: Communist takeover in Czechoslovakia

1956: October - November -- Rebellion put
down in Communist Hungary. Egypt took
control of the Suez Canal; the U.S. refused to
help take it back

1948: June 24 -- Berlin Blockade begins

1957: October 4 -- Sputnik launched into orbit

1949: July -- NATO ratified

1958: November -- Khrushchev demands
withdrawal of troops from Berlin

1949: May 12 -- Berlin Blockade ends 1

1959: January -- Cuba taken over by Fidel Castro

1949: September -- Mao Zedong, a Communist,
takes control of China

1959: September -- Khrushchev visits the United
States; denied access to Disneyland

1949: September -- Soviets tests first atomic
bomb

1960: May -- Soviet Union reveals that U.S. spy
plane was shot down over Soviet territory

1950: Joe McCarthy commences trials on
“un-American” and Communist activities

1960: November -- John F. Kennedy elected
President

1950: June -- Korean War commences

1961: April -- Bay of Pigs invasion

1951: January 12 -- Federal Civil Defense
Administration established (USA)

1961: July -- Kennedy requests 25% spending
increase for military

1953: June 19 -- Rosenberg executions

1961: August 17 -- Construction of the Berlin
Wall begins

1953: July -- Korean War ends

1962: U.S. involvement in Vietnam increased

1962: October -- C
 uban Missile Crisis
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Introduction
The Aftermath of World War II
During the Second World War, the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) allied against Hitler’s Germany and fought alongside counties such as Great Britain and
France against the Central Axis powers. At the time, Franklin D. Roosevelt was President of the U.S.,
and Joseph Stalin was the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Following
the defeat of Nazi reign, the Yalta Conference in February 1945, divided Germany amongst the victor
nations that of the U.S., the USSR, Great Britain, and France. This division of Germany would
ultimately become the philosophical battleground of the Cold War. The Yalta Conference helped to
crystalised the pre-existing tensions between the Allies. The tensions stemmed from the ideological
struggle between Capitalism vs. Communism. The Conference also laid out the foundations of the
United Nations and determined that the U.S., Great Britain, France, USSR, and China would become
the five permanent members of the Security Council, all with veto power. Throughout the
Conference, the issue of Poland’s future was a hot topic of debate. The U.S. and USSR both saw
Poland as a strategic way to expand their respective spheres of influence. Eventually, the U.S.
conceded and focused on spreading capitalism in Central America.
Stalin declared he would allow the people of Poland the freedom to decide their own fate as to
whether they would like to be part of the Soviet Union or be independent. Since no such vote
occurred, a growing mistrust formed between the former Allies. On the other side of the world, the
Imperial Japanese military was defeated by the U.S. Two atomic bombs were dropped over Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, forcing the Japanese to surrender and agree to the U.S terms of war victory. The
bombings unleashed an era of nuclear development and an arms race between the U.S. and the USSR,
which become a key component of the Cold War. The aforementioned will be explained in detail
further on.
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The Start of the Cold War
The Cold War was primarily an antagonistic stalemate that symbolized the power struggle
between the worlds' two emerging superpowers, and over the next four decades, both countries would
threaten the safety of the entire world as both tried to gain favour with other nations that were
forming new governments. As aforementioned above, after its liberation, the USSR imposed its
domination over Poland, alerting the U.S. to the USSR's growing 'sphere of influence' and power. In
response, the U.S. adopted the Truman Doctrine in
1947 which pledged that the policy of the United
States was to support "free people who are resisting
attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by
outside pressures". The pledge targeted communism
at its heart and gave the U.S. a blank check to
intervene in other nations' interests if 'threatened' by
communism. The doctrine was first used to provide
financial aid to Greece in an attempt to prevent the
spread of communism. The U.S. did not stop there.
Between the years of 1948 to 1951, The Marshall
Plan provided almost $13 billion in aid to European
countries, including Germany, Great Britain, and
France, to help their economies recover from the war. It was another attempt by the U.S. to contain
the spread of communism throughout the civilized world by becoming their primary 'caretaker' and
being dependent on U.S. aid, thus making it essential for these nations to parlay with the U.S.'s
ideology for continued funding. Finally, and most notably, the NSC-68 (1950) National Security
Council policy paper directed U.S. foreign policy towards the containment of the USSR's influence as
well as the spread of communism. George F. Kennan championed the policy of containment, a war
journalist in the USSR; he advised that the U.S. exercised prudence of the USSR's pursuit of power
through the expanse of communism and advised the U.S. to curb it wherever necessary.
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The Berlin Blockade & Nuclear Arms Race
The Berlin Blockade
In 1948 the US, Great Britain, and France began reorganizing their respective occupied zones
of West Germany to assume self-governance (USSR occupied East Germany). During this process, a
new currency was introduced, which allowed Germany to participate and compete internationally on
an economic level. However, the USSR eschewed the new German currency as they felt threatened by
the resurgence of a powerful German state.
West Germany was reliant upon supplies provided by the West for its economic stability.
These supplies passed through routes controlled by the USSR. In 1949 the USSR decided to
demonstrate its authority over the supply routes by implementing a blockade against West Germany in
protest of the Deutsche Mark. This forced the Western powers to rethink their German-recovery
strategy. They responded to the crisis by airlifting supplies for almost a year; this would be known as
the Berlin Blockade and Airlift. Out of this crisis, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
was established. It served as a statement to the USSR that all member nations were allied and that any
attack on one NATO member would be an attack on all. In response, the USSR formed an
organization of its own known as The Warsaw Pact (1955), comprised of its Communist Republics.

The Nuclear Arms Race
The Atomic Bomb employed by the U.S. to bring a swift end to World War II initiated the
nuclear arms race between the U.S. and the USSR.
By the end of the '40s, the United States had a
nuclear monopoly and posed a real threat to the
USSR, who did not have such capabilities and was
left vulnerable. Soon after, the USSR created its
nuclear weapons program to match that of the
U.S.'s to protect itself from rising U.S. aggression,
and it's prominence in the world. In 1949 the USSR
successfully tested its first atomic bomb four years
after its first use by the U.S. This unnerved the
Americans that the Soviets were capable of decoding
classified nuclear technology so quickly. However, unbeknown to the Americans, a significant amount
of information was provided via espionage. At this time, there was widespread fear of communism in
the U.S. bolstered by Congressman Joseph McCarthy, who contributed to the Red Scare in the 1950s,
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in which Americans speculated of spying for the Soviets or having communist sympathies were
reported, arrested and punished, frequently mistakenly. One such example was J. Robert
Oppenheimer, the principal figure in the Manhattan Project, who expressed publicly about his
concerns about maintaining nuclear arms development and the plausibility of a nuclear arms race. His
concerns, like so many others, were misconstrued as pro-Soviet sympathizers and became a victim of
McCarthyism. The nuclear arms race was but one aspect of the technological advancements between
the two superpowers during the Cold War, as each nation fought to surpass the other and claim
dominance.

Foreign Involvement & Cuba

Foreign Involvement
In 1949 China, under the
leadership of Mao Zedong, became one
of the first countries to fall to
communism. After the defeat of the
Japanese Empire in World War II, the
Allies had the Korean Peninsula divided
on the 38th parallel, with the North
backed by the USSR and South backed
by the US. In 1950, hostilities within
Korea escalated when Stalin supported
the North’s attempted invasion of the
South; the conflict resulted in the
division of the two Koreas.
The Vietnam War remains perhaps one of the most symbolic events of the Cold War.
Vietnam struggled for autonomy from France during the First Indochina War under the leadership of
Ho Chi Minh, who was a communist. Minh appealed to the US for aid against France’s imperialism;
however, he was a communist, and the US refused to back him. It’s helpful to note that historical
records often dispute that Minh was more nationalist than he was communist. However, his
communist ideals were enough for the US to oppose him rather than help, which could have led to
entirely different historical events. Following the war, the Geneva Accords of 1954 partitioned
Vietnam into North and South, with Minh heading the Communist North and Ngo Dinh Diem
leading the Capitalist South. Although Diem was a ruthless dictator who was brutal to his people, the
US still supported him as he fulfilled the “ABC” policy, Anything But Communism. In the name of

Ontario Model United Nations V

-6-

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

containment, it appeared the US was willing to overlook bad actors as long as they were not
communists. The US was fearful of the ‘domino theory’ that if South Vietnam fell to communism,
then surrounding nations such as Burma and India would also fall — subsequently increasing the
USSR’s power as the world’s sole superpower. During this period, the US would continuously
increase the numbers of troops to Vietnam to help defend the South against the North’s aggression.

Cuba and the Bay of Pigs
In 1959 under the leadership of Fidel Castro, Cuba became a Communist nation, and
diplomatic relations with the U.S. began to deteriorate. To prevent a communist country, springing
up in “America’s backyard,” President Eisenhower authorized a secret plan, “A Program of Covert
Action Against the Castro Regime,” classified as JMARC which was meant to overthrow Castro. The
CIA trained Cuban exiles to invade Cuba in 1961; the plan ultimately failed when Castro’s army
repelled them. By this point, John F. Kennedy had assumed the U.S. Presidency. Tensions between
Cuba and the U.S., and sequentially the USSR and the U.S., had heightened significantly.

The Cuban Missile Crisis (CMC)
It is now October 1962. The U.S. has discovered that the USSR, led by Premier Nikita Khrushchev, is
planning on working with the Communist Castro regime to store medium-range nuclear missiles that
accurately target major cities such as New York and Washington D.C. The U.S.'s relations with Cuba
has deteriorated significantly following the Bay of Pigs invasion. The U.S. has recently installed
LGM-30 Minuteman silos in Turkey. The Soviet presence in Cuba poses a significant threat to the
integrity and safety of our beloved nation. JFK is seeking the advice of his executive committee
(Ex-Comm) to deal with the crisis at hand. If the USSR does not agree to stop sending its missiles to
the island, JFK will impose a quarantine on the island.
Just a few critical questions to think about (so think of more):
1. Considering what really did happen during the Cuban Missile Crisis, what else could have
happened had either side taken different actions?
2. Who were the main decision-makers?
3. What was the underlying cause of the crisis? What could have prevented this?
4. The United Nations’ role was not explored in great detail in the guide. Look closely at how the UN
was involved throughout the Cold War. What could the UN mean to the crisis at hand?
5. What is the Berlin Wall? What is its significance?
6. What are the implications of the CMC?
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Character List USSR
1. Konstantin Vershinin,Chief Marshal of the Soviet Air Force
Vershinin worked as Commander-in-Chief of the Air Force from 1946
to 1949 and from 1957 to 1969. He supervised the Air Force transition
to jet era under his role as Minister of Defense. Promoted to Marshal of
Aviation on July 3rd, 1945. However, he was demoted in September of
1949 but was re-promoted in 1957 where he has worked as the
Commander of the Soviet Air Force until today.
2. Andrei Gromyko, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Andrei Andreyevich Gromyko is the current Minister of Foreign
Affairs, who grew up in Byelorussia. Gromyko's political career started
in 1939 with his employment at the People's Commissariat for Foreign
Affairs (renamed Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1946). He became the
Soviet ambassador to the United States in 1943, leaving that position in
1946 to become the Soviet Permanent Representative to the United
Nations. Upon his return to the Soviet Union he became a Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and later the First Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, appointed in 1953. In this position, he has worked
tirelessly to ensure stability between the International Department of
the CPSU and the Ministry, and looks to ensure the role of the USSR in
world affairs.
3. Anastas Mikoyan, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet
Mikoyan became an early convert to the Bolshevik cause. He was a
strong supporter of Stalin during the immediate post-Lenin years.
When Stalin died in 1953, Mikoyan again took a leading role in
policy-making. He backed Khrushchev and his d
 e-Stalinization policy
and became First Deputy Premier under Khrushchev. Mikoyan's
position under Khrushchev makes him the second most powerful
figure in the Soviet Union at the time.
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4. Rodion Malinovsky,Minister of Defence
After Stalin's death in 1953, Khrushchev became the Soviet leader and,
during the De-Stalinization process and the consolidation of his power in
the Kremlin, he promoted Malinovsky to Commander-in-Chief of the
Soviet Ground Forces.  Malinovsky supported the adaptation of strategic
nuclear missiles but saw them as a useful deterrent of war, rather than as a
main weapon within it. He has developed the concept of a broad-based
military and vigorously argues that while the nature of war had changed,
the decisive factor is a standing army proficient in modern military
technology and capable of conquering and controlling the enemy's
territory.

5. Issa Pliyev, General of the Red Army
Issa Pliyev is an Army General in the Soviet Union from Stariy Batakoyurt
and is an expert in cavalry options in adverse terrain. Having commanded
and worked with Cavalry-mechanized groups throughout the Second World
War, fighting across many fronts, Pliyev served as the First Deputy
Commander in the North Caucasus, and currently is serving as Army
Commander in the proposed Group of Soviet forces in Cuba (Operation
Anadyr).

6. Georgy Abashvili, Soviet Vice-Admiral
Abashvili initially was deputy chief of staff of the Baltic Fleet and also commanded a division
of d
 estroyers which played a vital role in relieving the blockade of Leningrad.
In 1953, he was a senior officer with the Soviet vessels visiting P
 oland and in
1954 with those called in Finland. Abashvili is currently deputy
commander-in-chief to I ssa Pliyev and naval commander in the proposed
Group of Soviet forces in Cuba (Operation Anadyr). Abashvili is against the
immediate use of force and believes that other alternatives to nuclear war
should be explored.
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7. Vladimir Semichastny, Chairmen of the KGB
Semichastny was appointed Chairman of the K
 GB by N
 ikita Khrushchev in
November 1961, again succeeding his friend and mentor Shelepin, who had
been KGB Chairman since 1958. Appointed at the age of 37, he was the
youngest Soviet security and intelligence chief of the Cold War. As KGB chief,
he generally continued his predecessor's policies: support for national liberation
movements worldwide, suppression of nationalism, separatism and the
dissident movement within the Soviet Union, and recruitment of young
university graduates to the KGB. Semichastny is somewhat close to Khruschev
but is not in his inner circle.
8. Anatoly Dobrynin, Soviet Ambassador to the United States
Dobrynin joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1946, working in the
secretariat under members such as Vyacheslav Molotov, among others.
Working as Deputy Secretary-General for the United Nations in 1957, he
returned as the head of the foreign ministry's department of the United States
and Canada in 1960. Dobrynin was appointed as Soviet Ambassador to the
United States in 1962, where he continues to work now.

9. Foy D. Kohler, US Ambassador to the Soviet Union
Foy D. Kohler, former Toledoan and University of Toledo student, was a
career diplomat. He was present for the 1959 "kitchen debate" between Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev and then Vice-President Richard Nixon in 1959 and
currently serves as the U.S. Ambassador to Moscow, having just been
appointed.

10. Alexandr Ivanovich Alexeyev, Soviet Ambassador to Cuba
Alexandr Ivanovich was a S oviet intelligence agent who posed as a journalist
and later a diplomat. His arrival in Havana on 1 October 1959 inaugurated a
new era in Soviet-Cuban relations. Alexeyev was later appointed as the Soviet
Ambassador to Cuba in 1962 after many years of working with Castro’s
government.
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11. Valerian Alexandrovich Zorin Soviet Ambassador to the UN
In 1945-1947, Zorin was the Soviet a mbassador to C
 zechoslovakia. In
1948, he helped organize the Czechoslovak coup d'état. In 1947-1955
and again in 1956-1965, he was Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Soviet Union. At the same time, he held other positions, including
that of the permanent Soviet representative at the U
 N Security
Council in 1952-1953. In 1955-1956, Zorin was the first Soviet
ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany. In 1956-1965, he
again represented the Soviet Union at the UN Security Council.
12. Leonid Ilyichev, Chairman of the Department of Propaganda
and Agitation
Ilyichev is the Chairman of the Soviet Department of Propaganda
And Agitation, a branch of the Soviet Government famous for
coining the term Agitprop. Initially, he worked as editor-in-chief of
first Izvestia then Pravda during his rise to prominence. Appointed as
the leader of this position, he has worked tirelessly to ensure that the
people of the Soviet Union remain loyal and that he is able to further
the goals of the Politburo.
13. Vasily Garbuzov, Minister of Finance, Soviet Union
Vasily Fyodorovich Garbuzov is a Soviet finance minister. In 1938, he
joined the Russian Communist Party. Before becoming Minister of
Finance, Garbuzov was the Chairman of the State Planning
Committee of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic from 1950 to
1952, and in 1952, became a Deputy, and in the following year, a
First Deputy Minister of Finance. In May, he took over for Arseny
Zverev as Minister of Finance, he would hold this position until his
death in 1985.
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14. Leonid Brezhnev, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
Leonid Brezhnev has had a history of success and a rise in political clout. Working
as the General Secretary of the Kazakh SSR, Brezhnev had distinct success in
developing Soviet Missiles and Nuclear arms, but failed to develop Kazakhstan’s
food production, and was recalled, working instead in the space program. He
eventually became a full member of the Politburo, and was promoted to the
Chairman of the Supreme Soviet, becoming the nominal head of state.
15. Raúl Castro Cuban Minister of Defence
As Fidel's brother and trusted right-hand man, and given his proven leadership
abilities during and after the Moncada attack, he was given progressively bigger
commands. On 26 June 1958, Raúl Castro's rebels kidnapped ten Americans
and two Canadians from the property of Moa Bay Mining Company (an
American company) on the north coast of Oriente Province. The next day
rebels took hostage 24 US servicemen on leave from the United States naval
base at Guantanamo Bay. Raúl's abilities as a military leader during the
revolution are hard to see clearly. Unlike Che Guevara or Cienfuegos, Raúl
had no significant victories he could claim credit for on his own. The last
operations (which were clearly successful) were conducted with his older
brother Fidel present (and in command).

16. Che Guevara Advisor to Castro
Guevara became an integral part of the rebel army and convinced
Castro with competence, diplomacy and patience. Guevara set up
factories to make grenades, built ovens to bake bread, and
organized schools to teach illiterate campesinos to read and write.
Moreover, Guevara established health clinics, workshops to teach
military tactics, and a newspaper to disseminate information. As
Castro’s right hand man, he was also instrumental in the day to day
operations of the revolution and the rebel army.
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17. Dmitry Ustinov, Deputy Premier of the Soviet Union
Dmitry Ustinov is a man of organization, having experience in supervising the
evacuation of Soviet industry from Leningrad to East of the Ural mountains, as
well as requisitioning Nazi missile scientists to the Soviet Union to aid in the
development of the Soviet missile and space programs. After Stalin’s death,
Ustinov worked as the head of the Ministry of Defence, but is now the Deputy
Premier of the Soviet Union. A staunch Stalinist, Ustinov works long days and
opposes any kind of reforms.
18. Matvei Zakharov Marshal of the Soviet Union
Matvei Vasilevich Zakharov is the Marshal of the Soviet Union, Chief of the General
Staff. In 1945–1960, Zakharov was the Commandant of the General Staff Academy,
Deputy Chief of the General Staff, Chief Inspector of the Army, Commanding General
of the Leningrad Military District and Commander in Chief of the Group of Soviet
Forces in Germany. On May 8, 1959, Zakharov was made a Marshal of the Soviet
Union. After attaining that rank, Zakharov was simultaneously made Chief of the
General Staff and Deputy Minister of Defence in 1960 .

19. Ramiro Valdés Menéndez Minister of the Interior (Cuba)
Ramiro Valdés Menéndez is a Cuban politician. A veteran of the Cuban Revolution,
Valdés fought alongside Fidel Castro at the attack on the Moncada barracks in 1953 and
was a founding member of the 26th of July Movement. He has been a member of the
Politburo of the Communist Party of Cuba since October 1960.

20. Raúl Roa García, Foreign Minister of Cuba
García is a Cuban revolutionary, who has been active since the age of 18.
Writing many works, including essays and articles, García is somewhat
friendly to the United States, but still is very loyal to the revolution.
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Some Recommended Sources
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(1950.) <http://www.fas.org/irp/offdocs/nsc-hst/nsc-68.htm>
“The Cuban Missile Crisis, October 18-29, 1962.” (1997.) <http://www.hpol.org/jfk/cuban/>
“Cuban Missile Crisis.” JFK Library.
<http://www.jfklibrary.org/JFK/JFK-in-History/CubanMissile-Crisis.aspx>
“Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962.” Navy History and Heritage Command.
<http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq90-1.htm>
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